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H 5083. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2859

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Health Care & Wllness (originally sponsored by
Representatives WIllians, H nkle, Meller, and G een)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the regul ati on of massage therapy; anendi ng RCW
18.108. 025; adding a new section to chapter 18.108 RCW and providing
an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.108.025 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 254 are each anended to read
as follows:

In addition to any other authority provided by |aw, the board may:

(1) Adopt rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW necessary to
i npl ement this chapter, subject to the approval of the secretary;

(2) Define, evaluate, approve, and designate those schools,

progranms, and apprenticeship prograns including all current and
proposed curriculum faculty, and health, sanitation, and facility
standards from which graduation wll be accepted as proof of an

applicant's eligibility to take the |icensing exam nati on;
(3) Review approved schools and prograns periodically;
(4) Prepare, grade, admnister, and supervise the grading and
adm ni stration of, exam nations for applicants for licensure; ((and))
(5) Establish and adm nister requirenents for continuing education,
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which shall be a prerequisite to renewing a license under this chapter;
and

(6) Determne which states have educational and |[|icensing
requi renents equivalent to those of this state.

The board shall establish by rule the standards and procedures for
approving courses of study and nmay contract wth individuals or
organi zati ons having expertise in the profession or in education to
assi st in evaluating courses of study. The standards and procedures
set shall apply equally to schools and training within the United
States of Anmerica and those in foreign jurisdictions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.108 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary nust grant a nmssage practitioner an inactive
credential if the massage practitioner submts a letter to the board
stating his or her intent to obtain an inactive credential, and he or
she:

(a) Holds an active Washington state nassage practitioner's
license;

(b) I's in good standing, as determ ned by the board; and

(c) Does not practice nassage in the state of Washi ngton.

(2) The secretary may reinstate the nassage practitioner's |license
if the massage practitioner:

(a) Pays the current active renewal fee and other fees for active
I i censure;

(b) Provides a witten declaration that:

(1) No action has been taken by a state or federal jurisdiction or
a hospital which would prevent or restrict the practitioner's practice
of massage t herapy;

(ii) He or she has not voluntarily given up any credential or
privilege or been restricted in the practice of massage therapy to
avoi d ot her sanctions; and

(it1i) He or she has satisfied continuing education and conpetency
requirenents for the two nost recent years; and

(c) Meets other requirenents for reinstatenent, as my be
determ ned by the board.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect July 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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